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BIDDEFORD TOWN RE­
PORT 1868

CITY OF BIDDEFORD.
T H I R T E E N T H
ANNUAL REPORTS
O F  TH E
SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS,
A S M A D E  T O  TH E
C I T Y  C O U N C I L ,
W IT H  A N  A CCO U N T O F  TH E
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES
For the Municipal Year 1867-1868.
BIDDEFORD, M E.:
JOHN HANSCOM, PRINTER TO THE CITY, 
1868.
AUG 28 1914

1 8 6 7 .  
CITY GOVERNMENT.
M AYOR,
FERGUSON HAINES.
CITY CLERK.
FR E D ER IC K  D . E D G E RLY.
ALDERMEN,
DOM INICUS R I C K E R , .........................................P r e s id e n t .
W IL L IA M  F. H U TCH IN S.
JO H N  HAM .
SILAS P. ADAM S.
DOM INICUS RIC K ER .
H ORACE FORD.
B A R N ABA S E . C U TTE R .
JO H N  H . BURNHAM .
COUNCILMEN,
A L B E R T  P E R K IN S, - - - - - - -  P r e s i d e n t .
CHARLES G. H A IN ES, -  -  - - C l e r k .
) H ORACE D A V IS ,
W a r d  1 , > A N T H O N Y  C. CAM PBELL,
)  D A N IE L  H OLM AN ,
1 JA M E S K E L LY ,
W a r d  2 , } SAM UEL M . JO H N SO N ,
S IR V IN G  SM ITH .
} W IL L IA M  B. FEN D ERSO N , 
W a r d  3 , } L E W IS  H. W IT IIA M ,
) M ICH AEL B. T A R B O X .
I A L B E R T  PERK INS,
W a r d  4 , V JOSEPH  G IL P A T R IC K , 2 d ,
)  F R E D E R IC K  S. JE LLESO N .
I EN OCH  II. M cK E N N E Y ,
W a r d  5 , S- G E ORGE S. W E ST ,
) JEROM E G A R LAN D .
1 T IM O T H Y  II. LO C K E ,
W a r d  6, V JO E L  L . RO B ER TS,
)  D A V ID  F . W O O D M A N .
)  JA M E S A . HOOPER,
W a r d  7 ,  > GEORGE N . W A L K E R ,
)  D ANII'.L  L . L IT T L E F IE L D .
City Marshal. 
BENJAM IN A. KINISON.
Treasurer and Collector. 
JOHN M . GOODW IN.
City Solicitor. 
GORHAM N . W EYM O U TH .
Superintending School Committee.
JOH N M . GOODW IN,
JOHN Q. ADAM S,
CHARLES G. H AIN ES.
Assessors.
JOH N T . SM ITH, 
AARON  W EBB E R, 
PHILEM ON M . H AINES.
City Physician. 
HORACE BACON, M. D .
Overseers of Poor.
JOH N  II. H ILL, 
AMOS W H ITT IE R . 
JAM ES COSTELLO
Superintendent o f Burials. 
STEPHEN W ORTH .
5Street Commissioner, District No. 4. 
B E N JAM IN  F. D A Y .
Road Commissioners.
W a r d  1 , Pool District, D A N IE L  T . JOHNSON, 
W a r d  1 , Oak Ridge, JO H N  T . D A V IS ,
W a r d  7 , SIM ON M . B LAK E.
School Agents.
) T IM O T H Y  SH A W , J r . ,  
D is t r ic t  N o. i, > E D W AR D  W . STAPLES,
5 EBEN  BU RN H AM .
D is t r ic t  N o. 1, GEORGE H. G IL PA T R IC K ,
2, H E N R Y  H. HOOPER,
3, JOSEPH  DEARBORN ,
6, JO SEPH  N EW CO M B ,
7, W IL L IA M  W OOD,
8, TH O M AS C R A IG ,
9, JO H N  G. BENSON.
10, H U BBARD C. B O W D E N ,
11, E P H R A IM  JO Y ,
12, TH O M A S D. EM ER Y ,
13, E A ST M A N  S E A V E Y .
B E N JA M IN  A . K IN ISO N , )
JE R E M IA H  TU CK ER, > H e a r t h  C o m m is s io n e r s  .
F R A N K  H A Z E L T IN E , )
Engineers o f Fire Department.
E B E N  SIM PSON, Chief Engineer, 
G IL M A N  P. L IT T L E F IE L D , 1st A s’t. 
JO H N  A . GOULD, 2d A s’t.

R E P O R T
O F  TH E
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR.
To the City Council of the City of Biddeford:
You well know that the past year has been a very hard 
one for the poor to get a living in our City, for various reasons ; 
one is, our population is larger than ever before, consequently 
there were a great number that could not get employment, 
which caused great distress and poverty, and we have adminis­
tered to the wants of all those who made application, as 
judiciously as possible. We have tried to make them all as 
comfortable as we could under the circumstances in which wc 
found them.
There is one important matter in which we all have an inter­
est : that is, the condition and size o f our alms house. You 
all know that it is a very unfit house for the purpose for which 
it is used. It is a disgrace to any town or city to keep people 
crowded into such a small place, with all classes, ages and sexes, 
mixed in together. It is impossible to keep them clean or heal­
thy. And now we humbly pray your honorable body to con­
sider this matter, and go and see for yourselves, so that you 
may cheerfully make an appropriation sufficient to enlarge the 
house on the city farm, to make it suitable for the purpose for 
which it is used. Perhaps it will cost $2,500 or $3,000.
The receipts o f the farm have been very good the past year.
8The total expenses of the farm for eleven months ending Jan. 
31, 1868, which closes our municipal year, are $3,724.68. The 
receipts of the farm are as follows . Cash 1,107.34, and sup­
porting 27 paupers through the year on the farm 335 days, or 
eleven months, at 40 cents per day, each, $3,618.00, which 
gives us a balance in favor of the farm of $1,000 62. We pur­
chased 40 cords o f wood in Dayton, for $1.40 per cord, worth 
here, $4.00, which would give us a profit of $104.00; also, 
purchased on Chick’s Hill 90 cords of wood at $3.10 per cord, 
worth here $5.00, which gives us $171.00, making total for 
hauling wood, $275.00, which should be added to the balance 
in favor of the farm, making $1,275 62. There is still $700 
due to the credit of the farm for labor where the teams are now 
at work, and for hay that can be sold this Spring, making a 
balance of $1,975.62, that the farm has paid after paying its 
expenses.
We think there is wood enough on hand to last until next 
winter. We have assisted 104 families, aside from the farm, 
and travellers that go from place to place to kill time, at an 
expense of $3,549.74, making total pauper expense, $7,274.42. 
Your Committee on Public Property will give a schedule of the 
stock and produce now on the farm. There is a larger amount 
than usual, for we have sold but very little the past year.
Our Cash Account is as follows :
Received from the farm, $1,107.34
Received from other towns on pauper account, 124.20
$1,231,44
Paid to pass travellers away, 213.43
“  for tools, labor, manure, &c., for the farm, 170.10
“  to other towns on pauper account, 42.28
“  to City Treasury, 805.73
$1,231.54
9We  have in our hands unsettled bills due the city from individ­
uals for hay, amounting to $282.31. We know of no place
where we are liable for any bills on pauper account.
JOHN H. HILL, I overseers of the PoorAMOS W HITTIER, V Overseers of the Poor
JAMES COSTELLO, j  of the city of Blddeford-
R E P O R T
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PROPERTY.
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY.
City Building and Lot, $48,000
Triumph Engine House and Lot, 3,450
Pioneer Engine House, 1,200
Armory House, 800
Two Fire Engines and apparatus, 3,000
Hook and Ladder Carriage, 650
Two Gravel Pits, 200
Four Thatch Lots, 100
Two iron Safes, 600
Nason Farm, 400
Furniture in Council Rooms, 150
Furniture in Municipal Court Room, 50
Settees for Hall, 700
Hearse and Harness, 125
Unsold Cemetery Lots, 300
Tools on Highway, 100
City Farm, 8,000
Five Cows, 250
Amount carried forward, $68,075
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
11
Amount brought forward, $68,075 50
Two 3 year old Heifers, 100 00
Three 2 year old Heifers, 100 00
Two yearlings, 32 00
Five Horses, 1,250 00
Twenty Fowls, 10 00
Seven Hogs, 140 00
Four Sheep, 20 00
Ploughs, Cultivators, Rakes, Shovels, &c. 100 00
Hay-racks and Harrows, 70 00
Yokes, Chains, Bows, &c. 15 00
One Mower, 100 00
Two Grindstones, ’ 10 00
One Express Wagon, 70 00
Two Tip Carts, ' 150 00
Two 2 horse Wagons, 200 00
One Single Wagon, 50 00
Two 2 horse Sleds, 60 00
One new one horse Sled, 35 00
One Sleigh and Robes, 60 00
Six Harnesses, 180 00
Five Horse Blankets and Halters, 15 00
One pest Carriage, 45 00
Seven Baskets, 7 00
One Hay Cutter, 12 00
One horse Rake, 20 00
Six Ladders, 15 00
Fifty-four tons Hay, 1,080 00
Three tons Straw, 30 00
Three tons Corn fodder, 30 00
One hundred bushels Corn, 170 00
Forty-five “  Beans, 157 50
Five “  Peas, 15 00
Amount carried forward, $72,423 50
12
Amount brought forward, $72,423 50
Eight “  Wheat, 16 00
Twenty-five “  Barley, 31 25
Ten “  Oats, 8 00
One Tackle and Fall, 10 00
Twenty-two Beds, Bedding and Bedsteads, 330 00
House Furniture, 50 00
Five Stove*, 75 00
Table Fixtures, 30 00
Carpet, 25 00
Jugs, Jars and Cans, 25 00
Pails, 10 00
One'hundred and fifty lbs. Lard, 24 00
Fifty lbs. Butter, 19 00
Ten lbs. Tallow, 1 20
Fourteen hundred lbs. Pork, 233 33
Three hundred lbs. Beef, 36 00
Two barrels soap, 7 00
Fifteen hundred lbs. Cabbage, 45 00
Seventy-five bushels Potatoes, 75 00
Ten “  Turnips, 7 50
Thirty “  Beets, 22 50
Two “  Onions, 3 00
Twenty-five milk pans, 7 50
Thirty cords manure, 150 00
One hundred and eight cords Wood, 540 00
$74,204 78
In making the above schedule of City property, it became 
necessary for your Committee to visit the city farm and go 
through the premises occupied by the poor. In doing so, they 
were painfully impressed with the unfitness of the house for 
the purposes for which it is used. They do not hesitate to say 
that it is a disgrace to the city. I f  the citizens and tax pay­
13
ers of the city of Biddeford can go through the rooms which 
they provide for the accommodation of their poor, and not feel 
personally disgraced, we envy them neither their minds or 
hearts. Low, cold, odorous and unventilated, they cannot be 
kept clean, comfortable, or safe. The persons there comprise 
all classes, nationalities and sexes, from the new born infant to 
more than one hundred years of age. With the exception of 
one room reserved for the sick unto death, two rooms, one 
fifteen by twelve feet, and one fifteen by eighteen feet, are the 
common living rooms for all the inmates, and the only ones 
which can be warmed. Men and women, infant and aged, 
vicious and moral, blind, halt or simple, are all promiscuously 
crowded together in them. Self respect, self control, hope, 
energy, what little remains may be carried there, cannot be 
maintained, and none can be implanted. The weak in character 
must grow more weak, the vile more vile, the innocent de­
bauched, and the children exposed to influences which, if more 
than human power is not interposed, will carry them to the 
penitentiary or finally again to the poor house.
In saying these things your Committee are aware that they
are speaking of that which has not been submitted to their con­
sideration, and can only reply that if you do not want them 
to protest against the present arrangements of the poor-house, 
you must not make it their duty to visit it.
J. H. BURNHAM , h
B. E. CUTTER, Committee on
D. L. LITTLEFIELD, >
F. S. JELLESON, | Public Property.
E, H. McKENNEY. J
OF TH E
C I T Y  M A R S H A L -
To the City Council o f the City of Biddeford:
The undersigned begs leave to submit the following report 
for the Municipal year from May 20, 186T, to Jan. 31, 1868. 
Whole number of arrests during that time 126, as follows : 
Drunkenness, 63
Assault and Battery, 23
Malicious Mischief, 3
Larceny, 11
Disturbing the Peace, 2
Night Walking, 6
Robbery from Person, 1
False Pretences, 1
Breaking and Entering, 2
Fast Driving, 3
Violation of City ordinances, 3
Keeping houses of 111 repute, 1
False alarm of Fire, 1
Keeping the Peace, 1
Leu dness, 4
Cruelty to Animals, 1
Lodgings have been furnished to 103
Respectfully submitted,
BEN JAM IN  A. KINISON, City Marshal.
R E P O R T
R E P O R T
O F  TH E
C I T Y  S O L I C I T O R .
To the City Council o f the City of Biddeford :
The undersigned begs leave to make the following report : 
The following cases, to which the City was a party, were 
pending in Court at the commencement of the present munici­
pal year, v iz :
Samuel B. Gilpatrick vs. City of Biddeford.
Benjamin F. Hamilton vs. City of Biddeford.
In the case of Samuel B. Gilpatrick vs. City of Biddeford, 
which was pending in the Law Court, upon exceptions taken by 
the City, the Court sustained the exceptions and granted a new 
trial. The action has since been settled by the parties.
The case of Benjamin F. Hamilton vs. the City o f Bidde­
ford, which is an action to recover damages for an injury to the 
plaintiff's horse through an alleged defect in the highway in 
said City, is still pending in Court.
There were also two indictments pending against the City at 
the commencement of the present municipal year:
One for an alleged defect in Gooch Street, through which it 
was alleged that the life of one Mitchell Place, son of Joseph 
Place, was lost. This indictment was settled by paying the 
Administrator three hundred dollars.
16 '
The other indictment against the City was for an alleged de­
fect in Cutts Street. The City repaired the Street and paid 
the usual costs and the indictment was nol pros’d.
There has been an action commenced against the City during 
the present municipal year, viz : Joseph Edwards vs. City of
Biddeford. This action was entered in Court at the Septem­
ber term, and is brought to recover damages for an injury al­
leged to have been sustained by the plaintiff through a defect 
in Pool Street, and is still pending in Court.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
G. N. WEYMOUTH, City Solicitor.
Biddeford, Feb. 24, 1867.
O P  TH E
CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT.
R E P O R T
To the City Council o f the City o f Biddeford:
In conformity to an Ordinance establishing a Fire Depart­
ment, I  herewith submit my annual report.
The Department consists o f three Engineers, two Engine 
Companies and one Hook and Ladder Company.
EBENEZEK SIMPSON, Chief Engineer. 
G i l m a n  P. L i t t l e f ie l d , 1st A s’t “
J o h n  A . G o u l d , 2d  A s’t “
T r iu m p h  Engine Co., 100 men ; C h a s . A . M o r t o n , Foreman. 
P io n e e r  Engine Co., 100 men; J. W. B r o o k s , Foreman. 
C o n q u e r e r  Hook & Ladder Co., 3 5  men ; C h a r l e s  M u r c h , 
Foreman.
Triumph Engine, Located on Washington Street, has 2 5 0  
feet Leather Leading Hose, 4 0 0  feet Linen and 4 2  feet of Suc­
tion Hose, together with Oil Cloth Suits, Buckets, Axes, &e.
Pioneer Engine, located on Main Street, has BOO feet Leather 
Loading Ilose, 4 0 0  feet Linen, and 5 4  feet Suction Hose, to­
gether with Oil Cloth Suits, Buckets, Axes, &c.
There is also in addition to the Hose above mentioned, about 
000 feet which is old and hardly worth repairing, but have sent 
it to Beatty & Son to be repaired, to be used when the fire is a 
long distance from water.
18
Conqueror Hook and Ladder, located on Main Street, is in 
good condition,— apparatus same as last year.
The Reservoirs are all in good condition except the one on 
Pool Street, which is very rotten. I  would recommend that 
when repaired it be done with stone.
I  would also call your attention to the importance of a Res­
ervoir to be located near the School House on Pool Street; 
also one 011 Pike Street, near Cross Street, as in case of fire in 
either ol these localities, little or no service could be done for 
the want of water.
The Department has been called out to fires 27 times, and at 
false alarms 21 times. The average length of time at each fire 
has been 3 1-2 hours.
Permit me in conclusion to express my high appreciation of 
the services of the several Companies comprising this Depart­
ment, believing that for discipline, promptness and efficiency, 
they are not surpassed in the State, and I would earnestly rec­
ommend to your Honorable body the importance of a more 
liberal appropriation for their benefit.
The whole amount appropriated for the Department for this 
year is §1,050 00, as follows:
For each Engine Company $400 00, and for the Hook and 
Ladder company $250 00.
Now each Engine Company employs a Steward, at a salary 
of $60, to take care of the Engine and apparatus ; also a Clerk 
at a salary of $35, for the benefit of the City, which sums 
taken from the appropriation leaves $305 00 for each Engine 
Company.
Now the time employed by the Companies at fires, has not 
been less than 9 1-2 du37s, and allowing 60 men to a company, 
it would gi\e each mail the small pittance of 53 cents per day, 
a sum entirely disproportionate to the amount of service ren­
dered.
All of which is respectfully submitted,
EBENEZER SIMPSON, Chief Engineer.
R E P O R T
S T R E E T  C O M M I S S I O N E R .
HIGHW AY D ISTRICT N o. 4.
G-entlemen o f the City Council:
Appropriations for this department were made for the past 
municipal year as follows :
For Highways, District No. 4, $2,550 00
“  Sewers and Drains, 500 00
“  Sidewalks, $800 00, and transfer from Bridges,
$200  00, 1,000 00
“  Reservoirs, $400 00, less transfer o f $175 00, 225 00
Bridges, $1,500 00, less transfer c f  $900 00, 600 00
$4,875 00
Orders for the following amounts have been drawn in the 
various departments under my supervision.
Highways, District No. 4.
Appropriated on this account, $2,550 00
Expended “  “  “  2,228 10
Balance not expended, Feb. 1, 1868, $321 90
4
20
Sewers and D rains.
Appropriated on this account,
Expended “  “• “
Balance not expended, Feb. 1, 1868,
Sidewalks. 
A ppropriated on this account,
Expended “  n  “
Balance not expended, Feb. 1, 1868,
Reservoirs. 
A ppropriated on this account,
E xpended “  “  “
Balance not expended, Feb. 1, 1868,
Bridges. 
A ppropriated on this account,
E xpended “  “  “
Balance not expended Feb. 1st, 1868,
T otal appropriations for 1867, as above, 
“  expenditures to F eb . 1st, 1868,
Total balances not expended,
And the above balances are more than sufficient to carry on 
the various departments for the month of February.
BENJAMIN F. DAY.  ^ TJ S,treet Commissioner 
) Highways, District No. 4.
ACCOU N T OF E X P E N D IT U R ES UN DER A N  A PPR O P R IA TIO N  
TO COVER DEFICIENCIES IN HIGHW AY ACCOUNT FOR 18GG.
Appropriated on this account by City Council, $2,800 00 
Expenditures as follows in 1867 :
Highways, District No. 4, $1,564 72
Sidewalks, 676 16
Sewers and Drains, 68 00
Bridges, 121 26
Reservoirs, 7 50
Highways, Ward 1, Pool District, 267 39
“  “  1, Oak Ridge District, 155 50
“  “  7, 483 52
21
$3,344 05
By the above it will be seen that the appropriation made for this pur­
pose was insufficient to meet the above demands, and it will devolve upon 
the next City Council to make a further appropriation for this purpose.
R E P O R T
O F  TH E
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE-
The undersigned, Committee on Finance, in compliance with 
the requirements of the City Ordinance, certify that we have 
examined the following account of John M. Goodwin, City 
Treasurer,and find the same correctly cast, and all payments 
therein charged against the City property -vouched for.
W E find he has received into the Treasury during the fiscal 
year ending February 26, 1868, including the balance on hand 
March 1, 1867, the sum of One Hundred and Forty-three 
Thousand, One Hundred and Fifty-two Hollars and Fifty- 
seven Cents, ($143,152.57), and that ho has paid out from 
the Treasury, One Hundred and Twenty-five Thousand, Five 
Hundred and Twenty-six Dollars and Five Cents, ($125,526.05) 
leaving in the Treasury, February 27, 1868, Seventeen Thous­
and, Six Hundred and Twenty-six Dollars and Fifty-two cents, 
($17,626 52.)
FERGUSON HAINES, '
B. E. CUTTER,
GEORGE N. WALKER,
JOEL L. ROBERTS,
JAMES A. HOOPER,
IRVING SMITH,
WM. B. FENDER SON,
I JOINT
I S t a n d i n g  
> C o m m i t t e e  
o n  
F i n a n c e .
A C C O U N T
O F
JOHN M. GOODWIN, 
C I T Y  T R E A S U R E R ,
F R O M
M ARCH  1, 1867, TO FE B R U A R Y  26, 1868,
Dr. JOHN M. GOODWIN, in account
24
T o cash on hand March 1, 1867,
Received from Notes payable, (including renewals,) 
Tax o f 1863,
1865,.
1866,
1867,
Non resident tax o f  1864,
Non resident redemption account, 1864,
1865,
State School Fund,
State Aid,
State Pensions,
City Bonds sold,
Rent o f  City Building,
“  City Hall,
Interest accrued on Bonds sold,
Interest on Taxes,
Licenses,
General Expense,
City Farm ; pioduce sold,
School District, No. 7,
No. 8,
N o. 13,
School House Tax, District N o 3,
N o. 4, 1866, 
N o, 4, 1867, 
N o. 8,
25
with Ci t y  OF BIDDEFORD. Or.
By paid Notes payable (including renewals,) $10,165 06
“  Interest on City Debt, 12,637 32
“  Schools, 12,483 31
“  School Houses, District N o. 3, 27 90
“  “  “  “  4, tax o f  1866, 136 10
4, tax o f  1867, 11,913 56
8, 84181
“  Highways, District N o. 4, 3,792 82
“  “  W ard 1, Pool District, 548 73
“  “  “  1, Oak Ridge, 416 41
“  7, 1,135 04
Bridges, 692 77
“  Reservoirs, 198 16
“  Sidewalks, 1,680 27
W ard 7, for 1866, 37 09
“  Sewers and Drains, 54136
“  Salaries, 1,583 29
“  Discount on taxes for 1867, 6,292 47
“  Abatements “  1864, 10 32
1865, '  855 27
1866, 999 09
1867, 1,361 48
“  Health Department, 217 37
City Library, 228 60
“  City Building, 1,110 51
City Cemetery, 24 50
“  Printing, 466 38
“  Police, 487 50
“  Night W atch, 1,754 25
“  City Hall, 804 85
“  State A id, 170 23
“  Redemption Account, non resident taxes, 1864, 108 65
“  Fire Department, 4.013 45
“  Paupers, 8,666 94
“  State Treasurer, tax o f  1867, 27,574 43
County Treasurer, tax o f  1867, 3,310 01
“  State Pensions, 144 00
“  General Expense, 8,194 75
$125 526 05
Cash Balance on hand, Feb. 26, 1868, 17 628 02
$143,152 57
26
MONTHLY EXPENDITURES, 1867-8.
M A R C H  A P R IL . M A Y . JUN E . J U LY .
Salaries.
P rinting,
H igh w ays, D istrict  4.
S idew alks,
S ew ers and D rains.
R eservo irs .
B ridges.
H igh w ays, W a r d  1, P o o l  D ist.
“  1, O ak R id ge.
“  7.
C ity  B u ild ing.
C ity  H all.
C ity  L ib ra ry .
H ea lth  D epartm ent.
F ire kC
C em etery .
P a u p ers . 1
P o lice .
N igh t W a tch .
G en eral E x pense.
N otes paid.
In ter est paid.
R e dem ption  A cco u n t
State A id .
State P en sion s .
A batem en t T a x  1S61
“  1865
“  “  1866
“  1867.
C ou nty T a x , 1S67.
S t ate  “  1867.
D iscou n t on  T a x es .
S ch oo ls ,
S ch o o l H ou ses,
27
M O N T H L Y  E X P E N D IT U R E S ;, 1867-• 8 .
A U G . SE P T . O C T N O V D E C . J A N . F E E . T O T A L  L X P N D 'S .
28
CITY APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1867.
For Interest on City Debt,
u Schools,
“  Streets and Highways, District No. 4,
“  “  “  “  W ard 1, Pool District,
“  “  “  “  “  1, Oak Ridge District,
“  “  “  “  “  7,
“  Sewers and Drains,
“  Bridges,
“  Sidewalks,
“  Reservoirs,
“  Salaries,
“  Health Department,
Discount on Taxes,
“  Fire Department,
“  Paupers,
“  Police and Night Watch,
“  City Library,
“  General Expense,
“  Balance due on Highways for 1866,
29
CITY EXPENDITURES.
Interest on City Debt,
Schools,
Salaries, due on 1866, 442 92
for 1867, 1,160 37
rrinting, due on 1866, 53 12
or 1867, 413 26
Highways, District No. 4, due on 1866, 1,564 72
“  4, for 1867, - . 2,228 10
Sidewalks, due on 1866, 676 16
for 1867, 941 20
Sewers and Drains, due on 1866, 68 00
“  “  “  ' for 1867, 473 36
Bridges, due on 1866, 121 26
for 1867, 571 51
R esen  oirs, due on 1866, 7 50
for 1867, 190 66
IIighwa)s, W ard 1, Pool District, due on 1866, 267 39
“  1, “  “  for 1867, 281 34
Highways, W ard 1, Oak R idge, due on 1866, 155 50
“  1, for 1867, 260 91
Highways, W ard 7, due on 1866, 483 52
“  “  7, for 1867, 651 52
City Building, due on 1866, 589 44
for 1867, 521 07
City Hall, due on 1866, 186 24
“  for 1867, 618 61
12,637 32 
12,483 31
1,583 29 
466 38 
3,792 82 
1,617 36 
541 36 
692 77 
198 16 
416 41 
548 73 
1,135 04 
1,110 51 
804 85
Amount carried forward, $38,461 37
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Amount brought forward,
City Library,
Fire Department, due on 1866, 
for 1867,
Paupers, due on 1866, 
for 1897,
Police, due on 1866,
“  for 1867,
Night Watch, due on 1866,
“  “  for 1866,
Health Department,
Discount on Taxes,
Abatement on Taxes foR 18G4,
Abatement 
Abatement 
Abatement 
City Cemetery,
State Aid,
State Pensions,
Redemption Account, Non Resident Taxes, 
General Expense, due on 1866,
S. B. Gilpatrick, suit vs City, 
John II. Ellis, suit vs City, 
Joseph Place, suit vs C ity, 
for 1867,
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E X P E N S E S  IN  F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T .
Pioneer Engine Company, services for 1866,
Triumph Engine Company, “  “  “
Conqueror Hook and Ladder Company, bal. o f services for 1866,
Gilman P. Littlefield, Assistant Engineer,
Goodwin Jelleson, coal,
Saco Water Power Co., rent,
George Mackie, clearing reservoirs,
McKenney & Bean, repairs and keys,
B. E. Cutler & Son, hardware for furnishing hall,
Cummings & West, stove and lamp fixtuies,
W . H. Field, oil cloth suits,
A. &. B. E. Cutter, coal,
Porter Ford, oil,
Chadbourne & Nowell, lettering oil suits,
Eben Simpson, repairing hose,
A. L. Cleaves, wood and oil,
Saco & Biddefoid Gas Co., gas for Engine houses,
Hardy Machine Co., repairing engine,
James Beatty & Co., repairing hose,
B. E. Cutter & Son, oil,
Silas P. Adams, labor moving pole,
J. Goldsborough, stove fixtures,
H. A. Foss & Son, glass for hall,
J. N. Anthoin, iron,
E. D. Morse, repairing blunderbuss,
John Clark, 800 feet linen hose,
A. Pierce & Co., bread and cake at fires,
B. A. Kinison rope,
Jeie Stimpson & Co., lumber for Pioneer Hall,
James Porter, labor on Pioneer Hall,
Charles 0 .  Gould, painting,
J. A. Johnson, doors and sash for P io n e er Hall,
George II. Munroe, setting glass,
Warren C. Biyant oil,
E. A. & W . B. Fenderson, leather packing,
Justin L ord, spring block and repairs,
E. A. Wildes, repairing engine, ,
John Ham, repaiiing axes,
Brooks & Parcher, coal sifter,
F. G. Warren, plive oil,
Amount carried forward.
A m ou n t brought forw ard,
C. J. C leaves, lantern,
G eorge  W . H atch , repairing E n g in e , 
N athaniel C urrier, n ew  brake,
T riu m ph  E n g in e  C o ., services lo r  1867, 
P ion eer  “  “  “  “  “
C on queror II. & L . C o ., “  u u
T ota l expenses,
L ess paid for  B ills  o f  1866,
Expenses for 1867,
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ITEM S OF G EN ERAL E XPE N SE .
F. D. Edgerly, recording oatlis, marriages, &c., $71 93
Ehen Simpson, repairing Sprinkler,, 1 50
Caroline F. Cowan, Post Office Bills and Stamps, 14 94
Hanson Brothers, 15 50
Committee on Accounts for 1866, 75 00
Committee on Streets for 1866, 27 75
Benjamin Thompson, Discount on Bond, 6 00
Eben Burnham, Stationery, 362 72
Cummings &  W est, Stove Fixtures for Court Room , 3 65
Stevens &  Sayward, advertising Non Resident Taxes, 13 00
Goodwin & Jelleson, Store Rent, election days, 6 00
Samuel Parsons, Posting Notices, 6 00
John Q. Adams, Examining Treasurer’s Accounts, 1866, 50 00
William A . Chadbourne, putting up Sign Boards, 6 00
George H . Munroe, setting glass in Street Lights, 114 90
A . H . Jelleson, services as Committee on State A id, &c., 25 00
John T. Smith, Assessor for 1866, 32 50
Philemon M. Haines, Assessor for 1866, 34 75
Benjamin F. Day, Assessor for 1866, 33 75
Joseph W . Brooks, notifying City Council, 5 60
George II. Munroe, painting guide boards, 24 00
A. L. Cleaves, oil for street lights, 29 30
F. C. Bryant, ice, 5 00
A . &  B. E . Cutter, coal for Clerk’s office, 46 75
Justin Lord, shaft for sprinkler, 1 50
C. J . Cleaves, chimnejs for street lamps, 10 31
W in. A . Chadbourne, lighting street lamps, 371 50
Darius G. Libby, carrying check list to W ard 1, ' 4 00
H . H . M cKenney, repairing safe, 27 10
Joseph W . Brooks, posting warrants, 5 80
Insane Hospital, expense o f  insane persons, 648 24
Saco and Biddeford Gas Co., for city rooms and street lights, 451 94
Goodwin & Turner, furniture for Clerks office, 6 15
Nathaniel II. Goodwin, laying out Bacon Street, 4 50
George H . Munroe, lettering signs, 17 25
F. D . Edgerly, paid for wood and charcoal, 14 90
S. P. M cKenney, making deeds, 27 47
Edward L. Foss, numbering scholars, 35 00
Amount carried forward, $2,637 20
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Amount brought forward,
J. L . Roberts, repairing street lamps and new lanterns,
Deering &  Pillsbury, labor on city pump,
B. E . Cutter & Son, oil and chimneys for street lamps,
Expenses sending insane persons to Augusta,
Wm. H. Hanson, lumber for gravel pit fence,
E, C. Staples, posts “  “
Labor on gravel pit fence,
Isaac York, notifying officers.
John M. Goodwin, expenses on non resident taxes,
Warren C. Bryant, paint and oil for guide posts,
J. D. Wadleigh. repairing sprinkler.
B. A. Kinison, notifying City Council,
S. P. McKenneyr, expenses as Collector, 1865.
John Ham, lantern frames,
G. N. Weymouth, Court costs,
School Committee, 1867, in part,
McKenney & Bean, repairing City seal,
George II. Munroe, painting Municipal Court room,
John II. Hill, iron work,
Woodman & Burnham, repairing City pump
Dr E. G Warren, Attendance on Augustus Cleaves
Butler & Place, Advertising non resident taxes.
Pepperell Company, turning lamp posts,
John T  Smith, Assessor, 1S67,
P hilemon M Haines, Assessor 1S67,
Committee on Accounts, 1S67,
John M. Goodwin services as Treasurer and Collector
L . D, Staples, care o f  Council looms,
Saco W ater Power Company, Stre et lantern,
“  “  “  “  Iron lamp posts,
Committee on Stieets, 1867,
B. E. Cutter 6s Son, gas fixtures,
Sundryr small bills,
John II Ellis, settlement o f suit vs City,
S. B. Gilpatrick, * “  “  1,
Joseph P lace, ‘ “  “
SCHEDULE OF NOTES PAYABLE.
N o. D a t e . A m o u n t ,
N ov. ! 
N ov, 
Feb. 2 
May 2 
“  2 
“  3< 
Aug. 1 
Sept.
N ov. rt 
March
April t 
May 7. 
June 2 
Jan’y  c 
April ‘
July 3( 
Sept. 2 
Oct. 9, 
44 27, 
N ov . 4 
“  6 
D ec. ! 
Jan. :
Feb.
Amount carried forward,
N O . D A T E . A M O U N T .
Amount brought forward, $17,564 00
A p r i l
May
July
<<
Oct.
April
May
June . 
“  !
Oct. : 
Dec. 1 
Jan. ' 
April
M ay !
July 
Aug, 
A p n i ;
n
M ay ! 
June
Total outstanding Notes, 
Total outstanding City Bonds,
TAXES FOE 1867.
Appropriated for State Tax, $27,574 43
“  “  County Tax, 3,310 01
Balance, including overlay, for City Purposes, 61,497 56
Supplemental Tax, 114 41
Total Assessment for 1867, $92,496 41
Amount paid in on Tax, $84,996 41
Balance due from Collector, 7,500 00
$92,496 41
STATEMENT OF OITY DEBT.
L I A B I L I T I E S .
On Notes Payable, $35,786 03
On City Bonds, 178,400 00
$214,186 03
R E S O U R C E S .
Balance on Tax o f 1863, $860 35
1865, 1,939 23
1866, 1,000 00
1867, 7,500 00
Balance on non resident tax o f 1864, due from Treas. o f 1865, 32 05
Balance on State Pension due from State Tieasm er, 24 00
Cash in City Treasury Feb. 27, 18G8, 17,626 52
$28,982 15
Liabilities, $215,786 03
Resources, 28,982 15
$186,803 88
SCHOOL REPORT.

-J
R E P O R T
O F  TH E
SUPERINTENDING S0H00L COMMITTEE.
To the City Council o f the City o f Biddeford :
The board o f Superintending School Committee in accor­
dance with accustomed usage, and for the information of our 
citizens generally, present the following R e p o r t  of the progress 
o f our common schools during the last municipal year, and 
their present condition, together with such other facts and sug­
gestions as have been thought important in relation to them.
Amount appropriated by the City Council, $12,000 00
“  Received from State School fund, 202 25
“  From undistributed balance from 1866, 28
Total, 
Amount per scholar, 68
$12,202 53
D I S T R I B U T I O N .
D i s t r i c t  No. 1, 
“  “  2, 
“  “  3,
47 scholars, 
33* “
43 “
$219 96 
154 44
201 24
Amount carried forward. $575 64
Am ount br ought forward,
D i s t r i c t  N o .  4, 2U65 S ch o lar s.
G. 85
7 , 48
8, 7 5
9, 44
10, i»l
11, 35
12, 41
14, 29
Kennebunkport, 8 
D ay ton, 4
A d d  balance not distributed.
The follow ing statement will show the financial condition o f 
each D istrict. on the first day o f  M arch, 1868. or at the close 
o f  the fiscal year, as appeals by  the books o f the Treasurer:
D i s t r i ct N o . 1.
Credit by  balance fo rwar d from  1866,
“  b y  appropriation for 1867,
Expended, 
Overdrawn.
♦
D is t r ic t  N o. 2.
Credit by balance forward from 1866, $13 41
“  by appropriation for 1867, 154 44
$167 85
Expended, 126 50
Balance due, $41 35
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D is t r ic t  N o . 3.
Credit by balance forward from 1866, $309 23
“  by appropriation for 1867, 201 24
$510 47
Expended, 267 26
Balance due, $212 81o
D is t r ic t  N o . 4 .
Credit by appropriation for 1867, $9,664 20 '
Dr. to balance overdrawn March 1, 1867, 1,838 12
Dr. to expended, 9,737 34
$11,575 46 
Overdrawn March 1, 1868, $1,911 62
D i s t r i c t  No. 6.
Credit by balance forward from 1866, $188 92
“  appropriation foi 1867, 397 80
$586 72
Expended, 420 03
Balance due, $160 69
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D is t r ic t  N o. 7.
Credit by balance for 18 66 , $ 6  14
“  by appropriation for 1 8 67 , 1 7 7  84
$183 98
Expended, 1 7 1  42
Balance due, $12 56
D is t r ic t  N o . 8.
Credit by balance forward from 1866, $254 59
“  by appropriation for 1867, 351 00
$605 59
Expended, 360 95
Balance due, $244 64
D is t r ic t  N o . 9.
Credit by balance forward from 1866, $25 16
“  by appropriation for 1867, 205 92
$231 08
Expended, 226 25
Balance due, $4 83
D is t r ic t  N o . 10.
Credit by appropriations for 1867, $285 48
Dr. to amount overdrawn, March 1, 1867, $3 05 
“  “  expended, 294 64
$297 69
Overdrawn, March 1, 1868, $12 21
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D i s t r i c t  N o . 13.
01-0111*1)7 balance forward from 1806, $3 99
“  by  appropriation for 1867, 163 80
$ 1 6 7  79
Expended, 165 59
Balance due, $ 2  20
D i s t r i c t  N o . 12.
Credit b y  balance from 1866, 106 80
“  b y  appropriation for 1867, 191 88
$ 2 9 8  68
Expended, 217 80
Balance due,
I
D i s t r i c t  N o . 13.
Credit by  balance f io m  1866, $36  83
“  b y  appropriation for 1867, 135 72
$ 1 7 2  55
Expended, 170 00
Balance due, 2 55
A d d  amount from K ennebunkpoit  not expended, 42  85
$45  40
Witli regard to the above statement, the same remarks apply 
as in former years. In  almost every case where a balance 
appears as due a district, the school in that district has not 
closed, or the bills have not yet been brought in, and therefore 
these balances cannot be reckoned to the credit o f  such district 
for  the coming year.
D is t r ic t  No. 1 .—This school is not only first in numerical 
01 der, but also the most advanced of any district school outside 
of the village. This we think is owing to the judicious selec­
tion of teachers. Especially has this been the case this season. 
Miss Hannah Dow who taught the Summer term has had large 
and successful experience in teaching, and has often been favor­
ably noticed in the previous school lepoits of the City.
Mr. E. H. Jose, who has taught this school for the past two 
Winters, is compaiativelj a young teacher, but is second to none 
in his qualifications and aptness to teach. His school is always 
No 1, whether in this district or any other, and the piesent 
teim has fully sustained that leputation.
D is t r ic t  N o. 2 . Both teims of the school in this district 
have been in charge of Miss M a y E. DeMerritt, a young and 
somewhat inexperienced teacher. The Committee were partic- 
ulaily pleased with the life and animation infused into this 
school, and the promptness which characterized all the exeicises, 
and predict that Miss DeMerritt will yet rank among our best 
teachers, when growing years shall hue added a more cautious 
discrimination in the management of the different temperaments 
of the school room.
D is t r ic t  No. 3. Both schools in this district have been 
under the care of the same teachei asdunngthe previous jear. 
The Summer term by Miss Olivia Cole was generally satisfac- 
toiy. The Committee were especially pleased with the high 
motal tone of the school, and deportment of the scholars.
Thewintei term under the instruction of Mr. Elijah F. Ran- 
dall, shewed impiovemont on the pait of the younger scholars, 
hut the more advanced ones, fioin their irregularity of atten­
dance, were not particularly interesting or praiseworthy.
D i s t r i c t  No, C. The summer school was kept b y  Miss 
Olive Moulton, who also kept here the previous season, with 
her usual success. It is a haid school, and not easily stimulated
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to any extra exertions, though containing some good scholars.
The Winter term was under the instruction of Mr. J. 0 . H. 
Burnham, whose advent here was regarded with special interest 
by the Committee, on account of the generally received opinion 
that the Winter schools in this district were among the most 
difficult in the City. But this feeling of interest was accom­
panied with no solicitude on their part, as they were fully con­
vinced that the teacher selected not only could keep a good 
school, but that he also had the determination to do it, regard­
less of outside opinions or influences. The result has been 
most satisfactory. A  slight insubordination at the commence­
ment of the term was promptly suppressed, outside remarks 
disregarded, and the teacher quietly, yet firmly, pursuing the 
“ even tenor of his way,”  has brought the school to that point 
where for the first time in several years, the Committee are able 
to speak of it as a good school.
D is t r ic t  N o. 7. The Summer term was kept by Miss Diana 
R. Boothby, a young teacher, with little experience, but who 
succeeded beyond the expectations of the Committee in this 
school. Miss Boothby has ample qualifications for a school of 
this grade, and succeeds in an unusual degree in gaining the 
good will o f her pupils, though we hardly think her adapted 
to a school where she would be obliged to meet opposition, 
and fight her way through.
The Winter term was under the instruction of Mr. J. 0 . II. 
Burnham, who has taught here for thiee successsive Winters, to 
the perfect satisfaction of the district, and of whom we have 
spoken more particularly elsewhere.
D is t r ic t  No. 8. The Summer term was kept by Miss A. 
Hanson, who had also been employed here for several previous 
terms, and is well spoken of by the inhabitants o f the district 
as a successful teacher, and has been so considered by the Com-
mittee in former visits to the school, though the scholars were 
somewhat reticent on examination day.
The Winter school, under the care of Mr L. P. Honey, was 
not a profitable one, notwithstanding the apparent interest and 
anxiety on the part of the teacher, and the Committee are 
somewhat puzzled to understand why a school which formerly 
maintained so high a rank, should have so sadly degenerated 
within a year or two. ' At the last visit the school appeared 
badly; the order was intolerable, the manner of the scholars 
careless in the extreme, and the attempted recitations, in 
every department, complete failures. There is" no reason why 
this state of things should continue. The Pool school is com­
posed of good materials and only needs the right kind of 
training to restore it to its former rank among our district 
schools, and it is earnestly hoped that another year will not be 
a repetition of the past, in this school.
The Committee would not forget to mention in this connec­
tion, that the inhabitants of this district, have, during the past 
season, built a neat and commodious school house, which does 
them much credit, and for the present amply accommodates 
the school
D istrict N o. 9. Two male teachers have been employed irs 
this district during the past year.
The Summer term by Mr. J. O. H Burnham. was a success­
ful and profitible one. as all his schools are, as we have already 
had occasion to notice. The Winter school was kept by Mr. 
E .J. Cram, who has taught in this district three seasons suc­
cessively. and whose schools have always appealed well, though 
for some reason there was not the same interest manifested 
the last term as had been previously noticed Mr. Cram is 
regarded as a superior teacher, and possesses ample qualifica­
tions.
D is t r ic t  N o 10. Summer term kept by Miss Fannie 
McKenney. We have simply to say of this school that the
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teacher was too young, and wholly without experience in teach­
ing, and a poor school was the almost necessary result. Miss 
McKenney has sufficient energy and learning to keep a good 
school, and the necessary expciiencc may make her a success­
ful teacher, but this school was no place for her to commence 
teaching.
The Winter school under the instruction of Mr. Dominicus 
Kicker was a profitable one, in which he fully sustained the 
favorable reputation of the previous year, and merited the 
same commendation.
I f  our Agents generally would be careful to employ only 
teachers of acknowledged ability, whenever they can be ob­
tained, in preference to making yearly experiments with untried 
ones, the Committee would much oftener be spared the unpleas­
ant duty of reporting poor schools and money uselessly ex­
pended.
D i s t r i c t  N o . 11. The Summer term of this school was 
under the care of Miss Mary E. DeMeritt, whom we have 
elsewhere noticed. We think Miss DeMeritt a faithful and in­
dustrious teacher, having an unusual amount o f energy and 
adaptedness for the work of teaching. We have only to advise 
the cultivation of more patience and caution in connection with 
gcneial school management.
The Winter term was under the care of Miss Roxana G. 
Eaton, an experienced and faithful teacher, and the good re­
sults of her labors were apparent on examination day. While 
the school was satisfactory to the Committee in most o f the 
\anous branches, the classes in mathematics especially, did 
themselves credit; the reading was also unusually good.
D i s t r i c t  N o . 12 . The Summer term here was taught by 
Miss Hcmietta Emery, a resident of the district, and a teacher 
of whom mention has been too often and favorably made in the 
pievious school reports of the City, to need additional notice
here. The fact that she has recently been selected to fill the 
important position of Assistant in the Sullivan Street Grammar 
School, is sufficient evidence of the estimation in which she is 
held as a teacher.
The Winter term by Mr. J oIid A. Cram, was not a particularly 
interesting one. The school was small and backward, and the 
scholars very irregular in their attendance; and though the 
teacher labored faithfully, there was nothing to stimulate to 
any great exertions beyond the monotonous routine of school 
duties. There are but few advanced scholars in the district, 
and the position of teacher in this school is not an inviting one 
to any person ambitious for distinction as a teacher.
D is t r ic t  No. 13. The Summer ternnvas kept b y  Miss Mary 
F. Hill, a resident of the district, and employed at the partic­
ular request of the inhabitants of the district.
The school appeared well and gave perfect satisfaction so far 
as is known to the Committee, thereby disproving the generally 
received idea that a teacher is not successful in her ow n district.
The Wipter term was under the care of Mr. Isiael Boothby. 
A  want o f decision on the part of the teacher appealed on the 
first visit of the Committee, and fears were entertained that he 
would not he able to go through the term successfully, which 
fears were lealized Mr. Boothby was a most woithy young 
man, and passed a satisfactory examination, hut was deficient 
in government, as we are informed, though as the school was 
not thought profitable, it was closed sooner than was expected, 
and therefore the Committee not being notified, did not \isit it 
a second time.
D I S T R I C T  N O . 4.
Several changes hav e occurred in the management of the 
Primary and Intermediate Schools in this district during the 
past year, and hut few remain in charge of the same teacher 
as when last reported; and although in every instance these 
changes have been voluntary on the part o f the teachers,— in
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some instances by way o f promotion, but in most of tbom for 
the purpose of assuming other, and it is fairly presumed, more 
congenial duties,— still the effect upon the schools has been 
none the less detrimental.
Many of these were teachers o f large experience, and carry 
with them the best wishes of their pupils, and the satisfaction 
that their labors have been appreciated.
Among the number thus having resigned during the past 
year are, Miss Mary J. Haines, Assistant at the Spruce street 
Grammar School; Miss Annie G. Littlefield, o f the Spruce 
street Intermediate ; Miss Mary E. Ilamlin, o f the Sullivan 
street Intermediate; Miss Lizzie Hill, o f the Washington street 
Primary; Miss Abbie B. Edgerly, of the Williams’ Court Pri­
mary ; Miss Augusta Davis, of the Sullivan street Primary, and 
Miss Julia Gove, of the Sullivan street Intermediate.
The following changes have been made during the year : 
Miss Elizabeth Knights, from the Jefferson street Primary to 
the Spruce street Intermediate; Miss Hattie Farnham. from 
Wentworth street Primary to Assistant at the Spruce Street 
Grammar School, and Miss Olive Libby from Foss street Pri­
mary, to the Sullivan street Intermediate.
In the Primaries, Miss Emily Tufts and Miss Hannah Han­
son still retain their Schools on Spruce street— Miss Eliza 
Huff succeeds Miss Edgerly in the Williams Court school—  
Miss Abby Carle succeeds Miss Farnham in the Wentworth street 
school— Miss Rosa Tufts succeeds Miss Knights in the Jeffer­
son street Primary, and Miss Olive Seavey succeeds Miss Hill 
on Washington street— Miss Ellen Junkins retains her old 
school on Washington street, and Miss Mahala E. Gould hers 
on Foss street. Miss Olive Libby of the Foss street Primary 
is succeeded by Miss Fannie Priest,— Miss Kcziah Emery, on 
Pool street, and Miss Abbie Littlefield on Sullivan street, still re­
tain their former schools— Miss R. Augusta Hill succeeds Miss 
Davis in the additional Primary on Sullivan street, and the 
Mori ill School still continues in charge of its former teacher, 
Miss Ellen C. Smith.
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In the Intermediates, Miss Elizabeth Knight succeeds Miss 
Littlefield, on Spruce street-—Miss Olive Libby succeeds Miss 
Gove on Sullivan street, while the Foss street school remains 
in charge of Miss Dorcas Perkins, and the Washington street 
in charge of Miss Flattie J. Hill.
Of those various schools it is not proposed to speak in 
detail, but in the language of the report of last year, 
“ it is sufficient to say of them generally, that most of our 
schools are good, many of them superior, and a few indifferent, 
while none are positively bad.”  The Committee would gladly 
mention some particular schools as worthy of special commen­
dation, and there are many such in the district, but this w ould 
necessitate a comparison with others, which wrould not only be 
unfavorable, but in many cases unjust, when it is lemembered 
that but few schools still retain the same teacher as when 
the last report was made, and consequently most of those now 
employed are entitled to a fair trial with regard to their res­
pective meiits, before being subjected to public criticism.
The merits of each school, and each particular teacher, are 
however, well understood by the Committee, and hare been 
fully discussed by them, and such changes recommended to the 
Agents as the interests of the schools appealed unquestionably 
to demand, while such suggestions have been fi eely made to the 
teachers as would enable them to foim a conect idea of the 
Committee’s estimate of their seivices, both by way of en­
couragement and reproof, though always actuated by the kindest 
motives, and in almost eveiy instance as kindly received.
The Sulln an street Giamnnr School undei the instruction 
of Mr. Thomas H. Emeiy, still maintains the high rank, and 
merits the same faioiable notice that it received last year. 
Indeed, this school has heen constantly advancing in scholar­
ship and good management duiing the year, and has at piesent 
an enviable reputation. At the last examination the exercises 
were most satisfactoiy to the Committee, and the large number 
of the friends of the school present.
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The Spruce street Grammar School under the instruction of 
Mr. Moses J. Iluines, has a]nays been considered a model 
school, and above criticism.
An acquaintance of seveial years has fully impressed the 
Committee with its superioiity, and the acknowledged ability 
o f Mr. Haines as a teacher, but the school during the year, has 
not fully sustained its former reputation, in the judgment of 
the Committee, and did not appear as well as usual on examin­
ation day. A  school however, composed of such materials as 
the Spruce street school will not long remain in doubt.
The High School still continues under the management of 
Edward Parker, Jr., assisted by Miss Mary E. Gordon.
This school justly maintains a high position in our free 
school system, and nothing should be w anting on the part of 
our citizens to promote and increase its usefulness. In order 
to this, the Committee are thoroughly convinced that addition­
al Assistant services are necessary.
As the classes arc now arranged, in order to a thorough 
course of instruction in the various branches, within the pre­
scribed time, it is impossible to give any department that care 
and attention which its importance demands. Many of the 
studies which require at least half an hour to each recitation, 
are now crowded into the brief space of from ten to fifteen 
minutes.
So far as the Committee are informed, no school in New 
England with the same number of classes and the same variety 
o f studies, is managed by less than three teachers, and often a 
still larger number is employed.
A t the close of the Fall term, and by request of the Princi­
pal, who desired to hold every class up to his standard of merit, 
the school was more thoroughly examined in nearly all o f the 
various studies, and two entire days de^  oted to this exercise 
instead of a single half, or at most a whole day, as had usually 
been the case.
The examination was highly satisfactory, and shewed work
on the part of the school, and the effect was apparent in the 
succeeding term.
At the last examination the school appeared well, with the 
exception of the classes in English Grammar and Geometry, 
in charge of the Assistant, which hardly did themselves credit.
One virtue of this school is the fact that no particular classes 
are prepared with special reference to examination day, as is 
sometimes the case, the Principal holding them all responsible 
for whatever they may have gone over in the regular course of 
study, and no set questions are asked.
/  The following from the Register of the High School will 
shew the attendance through the year.
w h o l e  n u m b e r a v e r a g e P E R  C E n T .
Spring term, 72 64 89
Summer “ 55 48 86
Fall 74 70 95
Winter “ 78 72 92
The great want of our schools at the present time is a more 
thorough supervision, and this can only be effected by a radical 
change in the system hitherto employed in the selection of the 
Superintending School Committee. In order to this, two 
plans are proposed, both of which have been successfully adopted 
elsew here Either make the Committee composed ot a sufficient 
number of active members, so that by the division of labor 
ample attention may be given to each school without great per­
sonal sacrifice to any member; or otherwise, as is the casein 
most places having our amount of population, make the com­
pensation such that some one may employ his whole time in 
these duties, which could be done advantageously to the 
Schools.
The former method, how ever, is believed to he the mo-t prac­
ticable one, since by its adoption, alarger number of our citi­
zens would be enlisted in our educational interests, and the ef­
ficiency of the Schools thereby greatly promoted.
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In every other department of the City, requiring half the out­
lay, the constant personal services of a competent official are 
thought necessary, to see that the money is judiciously ex­
pended, while the Schools, once started, are supposed to go on 
indefinitely, without a thought or care outside of themselves, 
except on examination days.
To those of our citizens who have not given this subject 
special attention, the following statement may be of interest:
There are in all thirty-one Schools in the City. Of this 
number twenty are located in District No. 4, and continue 
through the whole year. The remaining eleven are in opera­
tion but a portion of the time, and usually confined to a Sum­
mer and Winter term.
Suppose each o f these Suburban schools to be visited but 
twice each term— say at the commencement and close— this 
would require forty-four visits o f at least half a day each. 
The twenty schools in District No. 4, to be visited hut twice 
each term throughout the four terms of the year, would require 
one hundred and sixty additional visits, o f at least half a day 
each ; making for all the Schools in the City thus v isitcd, one 
hundred and two days, allowing but a single day to each school 
for the whole term of eleven tvecks, and that single day equal­
ly divided with the beginning and ending of the term.
That this would be too inadequate an acquaintance to form 
anything like a correct idea of the progress or merits of any 
particular school will at once be apparent; but that such is 
now nearly all the attention some of them receive, is but simply 
the fact— except only such additional supervision as is from 
time to time demanded by the peculiar circumstances of some 
particular school, outside of the regular routine of duties ; 
and such calls are by no means unfrequent, as is but too wrell 
known by those having any experience in school matters, and 
are often among the most unpleasant and annoying to the Com­
mittee.
The p resent system of  having a board o f  Agents distinct 
f rom the Superintending School Committee, while in some 
respects it may have advantages, is still attended with many 
positive evils, and it would be well worth the inquiry on the 
part o f  the City Government, whether the two offices might 
not be united with benefit to the schools. A s  now airanged, 
the Agents not being familiar with the schools in detail, are 
not supposed to understand f rom personal knowledge the pecu- 
liar requirements of  each, and consequently, however careful 
their selections, m any t e achers find themselves assigned to 
schools to which they are at best but poorly  adapted.
The result is that in many cases the Committee are held re­
sponsible, f o r poor teachers and poor schools which are caused 
by c ircumstances entirely beyond then control.
V e ry few p ersons would have the rashness to present them­
selves as c a n didates for teachers without the requisite book 
knowledge, yet who are entirely destitute o f  other equally 
important q u alifications, and having been employed as such, 
and in most cases without consultation with the Committee as 
to their fitness for the p articular school, a f u ture is inevitable. 
A n  unprofitable school thus drags out its existence until all 
concerned, except p erhaps the teacher, are h e artily glad when 
the school money h as been expe nded, 0 r what is better, though 
seldom the case , the A gen t yielding to t h e  pressure o f  the 
public sentiment, cuts short the sch ool and s aves the money for 
another season, but too often only' to repeat the same ex- 
p eriment. These remarks apply' more directly to the Suburban 
DistriCts where schools are m a in t ained dur ng only a p u t  o f  
the year, and w h e ie th e  teacher is employed foi 0 p i i t icu lar  
term, but 1 1 the village district, vvheic the schools aie continu­
ous throughout the y ear, the evil is even a 11101 e senous one, 
and not so easily obviated Here the teacher once instated, 
and being employed for no definite period, Lee ones a fixture. 
Too m m y. young and inexperienced teieheis  aie employ ed to 
fill positions fo. which they aie not fully q ualified, and the
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bad results are every where apparent throughout the whole 
school system—some of these indeed make good teachers after 
several years of the necessary experience, but whether the 
schools should suffer from their want of experience while in 
the process of training and when others fully competent may 
be obtained, is the question. True indeed, they must have 
this experience in some school, and that is the very point in 
issue. Let them first be assigned to the schools to which they 
are adapted, and patiently labor and wait promotion. The 
Committee have dwelt thus at length upon these facts, because 
the evil is unquestionably a growing one, and the interests of 
our schools demand that some remedy should be at once applied. 
Either give the board of Supe.intending School Committte the 
w hole management of the school interests, so far as the selec­
tion of teacheis is concerned, or hold the Agents responsible 
for the schools in this particular.
Reading, while confessedly the most important, is perhaps the 
most neglected exeicise connected with our schools. Indeed, 
so seldom are the Committee accustomed to hear a class of 
leally good readers, that when one is found possessing this ac­
complishment it is made a subject of special commendation. 
The fault heie for the most part lies at the foundation of our 
school system, and among the Primary schools, and here the 
remedy must be first applied. Habits here formed accompany 
the pupil thiough the various school grades so distinctly, that 
il would be no difficult task in many instances after hearing the 
leading exorcises of the several Primary schools, to detect the 
peculiar chaiacteristics of each in the scholar, as he advances 
to the higher grades, even without being pelsonallv acquainted 
w ith a single pupil present, or knowing by any other means, 
from w'hich particular school ho graduated.
In some the tones of the voice are so low as to be scarcely 
audible, in others so loud as under some circumstances would 
be positively fnghtful; while with others a distressing monotone 
prevails, no matter what the character of the piece, or what
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modulations of the voice may be required. Some acquire a 
painful habit of hesitancy and repetition, while others rush 
heedlessly on, right or wrong, and with little care for either 
grammatical or rhetorical pauses, intent only upon the goal of 
their ambition— the end of the sentence. Few indeed, among 
them all, understand or are taught the meaning and spirit of 
the author, and as a consequence, few are either intelligent or 
intelligable readers. As an explanation and partial apology, 
it is often said that some are naturally good readers, while 
others cannot possibly by any amount of care and discipline, 
be made such. The former is undoubtedly true whatever may 
be thought of the latter, but behind all this, in many cases, 
the fault is with the teacher who is deficient either in system 
or capacity, and often in both.
The Committee have no hesitation in saying that in our 
Primary and Intermediate Schools especially, good reading 
and the ability to teach it should be the impoitant requisite to 
which all other qualifications should be subordinate.
Neither would the Committee be understood by the above 
criticism to convey the impression that we have no good reading 
classes, or good teachers of reading, for this w ould bo both untrue 
o f some classes, and unjust to many teachers, but that the 
usual practice is faulty, is a fact beyond controversy. While 
the classes in some schools can hardly read the examples in 
“ Colburn’s” which they are required to explain, in other schools 
o f the same grade, the reading classes will compare favorably 
with those in the more advanced schools. The special attention 
o f teachers has been called to this subject during the past year, 
and in some instances with gratifying results. In order to still 
greater improvement in this direction, the plan of grading the 
Primaries has been adopted, and thus far, we think successfully, 
but another year’s experience will more fully test the experi­
ment.
The Committee notice with pleasure the growing interest in 
the success of our Schools, on the part of parents, as compared
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with former years. A  pleasing instance of this fact was man­
ifested, especially at the last examination o f the High School, 
on which occasion the number o f visitors nearly equalled the 
whole number o f pupils present.
The same encouraging feature, though to a less extent, was 
noticed at the examination o f the Grammar Schools, and was a 
source o f great encouragement to all present.
It is confidently hoped that this'manifestation o f interest on 
the part of parents may not only continue, but steadily in­
crease, and extend to the less pretending, but by no means 
less important schools, which perhaps even more fully appreci­
ate, in their limited capacity, the attentions thus bestowed, and 
are thereby stimulated to new energy by the assurances o f in­
terest and regard from those in whom they more confidingly trust.
Let the mother, especially, try the experiment o f spending 
a half-day occasionally in the school with which her child is 
connected, even though it should at first be regarded simply as 
a matter o f duty— for a duty it is, to herself, her child and the 
tea-her— but a duty which would soon become a pleasure, and 
our word for it, a few such visits would do more for that school, 
by way of sympathy and encouragement to both teacher and 
scholars, than any possible amount o f dry advice and sugges­
tions from any or all o f the Committee, however kindly re­
ceived or conscientiously regarded.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN M. GOODWIN, ) Superintending 
JOHN Q. ADAM S, V School 
CH ARLES G. HAINES, ) Committee. ‘





